
Ij

Could
iilcu thai
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tinkled iiixh-tentl-

"Hello!" entne a voice over the win-- .

'Thix - Mr. I!:ium of tin- - Piiine
Ienrv Hotel. .xuppo-- e vim liaxc

read ahoiit if peculiar death of I.oiii-- c

He Vol-- , the uctic , ill licr Miiti1,
lll'll'.'"

"Only what tin- - papci.x lia u

a tin- - luii't' it'l'ly.
"Well, you know ii hotel men don't

like xitch iu -t- i'fti-x. It hail I'or htl-- i-

vmi come iiii lii'ii- - rmlit nuav; I have
a unman could un I a il the in-- r much

hettcr than a man."
Twt-ii- t iniiiiilfx later, tin- - piopiictor ami hix icjii-la- r

hoii-- e ileicclie. lan Callahan, nu-- t Mi-- - Kendall
ill tin- - lolihy of llif hoti'l.

"Vim may 1:0 riiilit ii." uni'tiil the au.xioii- - hoiii-t'ai-

"Callahan will -- how you Mi-- x Voe'- - loom-- .
The Colonel' - tl theie now."

"Tlie papeix -- aid it wax a uiriili" comiiietilcil
'hue iii.ieally. ax the eh alor with them.

She hail heeli lillleh lelii M il to -- ee thai the hmi-- e mail
hail -- hown no profe-.-ioii- nl jealoii-y- . hut lather a -- nit
"1' L'alhinln towaiil a woinan in the pi ot'i ion. "I
lerll thillkili-.- that tln-i- W.i iiii liml'lM' loi it S' e
hail jut -- i'jned a loiiu' eoiitiai t w illi a noml iii,i',.i- -i r."

"Ilxattly." iii:iei-i- l Callahan In rjlileiiuiL- - win. ;i

ioal. "You hae hit mi .ju-- t the thin-j- that i:

mi

"lluw wa- - -- he di- -

"The repoit- - of the
xtaiiliallv cornet. "It
anoiher m ill with w

la- -t ninlit. or rail' t eai

a-- e iii the paper- - aie -- ili-

wa- - .ll-- x mli'l ,e t omile.
Itiilli -- lie lIM-il- . Willi Intllnl I u r
lvI tin moiniiiL'. Mi-- x )(. Voe

hail lctiivd. ami her Irieiul eanie in very late t'lom an

atlei theater iiin r. Cuc-t- - on the lloor weie
ioii-e- il hy a cry t'lotu Mi I.e Compte. She hail

i'1'cneil the tloor. eiileiitly ealleil in her friend, re
reived no aii-w- 'j"iie iiito her loom and -- found
her dead."

The Coroner had already completed hi- - inve.-ti'.'-a-ti-

hy the time Callahan and Clare reached the
100111. Tiling- - in the apartment of the two actie.

lueii t picMy much a- - they woe when I.oui-- c

le Voe had heell ei ed dead. Theie lay the now
cold and marlile ILhiii- - of the heautifiil little actre
who had enchanted thou-an- d- in life pelite. hlonde.
vivacioii-- . In death her delicately ehi-ele- d featiirc-wer- e

teriihly contoiied and her fair complexion
mottled.

l.K c i.M I'TK. who had occupied another
-- nice the tia'-icd- wa -- ulilum; in the -- it

tiiej-ioo- alter tellinir her dory to the Conn er. sh,.
ua- - a tall and -- tnUiii'j- liiunitle, not at all a h m-- .

in her dainty Imii-- c dn of charmeii-e- . to he a o

ciated with tragedy.
a ca f hy an

iiounced the Coroner. "althoiiL'h it ix not dear lo mi
ju-- t how or hy what mean- - it wa- - done."

('hue had decided to jo over the ea-- r 111 an en-

deavor lo lecoil-tl- t the m cue with the aid of Violet

l.e Coinple,
"The oui-id- e door wa- - not Inched .'" -- he iiic-tione- d.

a- - Mi l.e Compie told of her Miipii-- c at ieceiin'
no an-w- er when hc enlcicd.

"No. we u-- to h ave it open for each other. Von
-- ee. all our valualih - weie in the -- afe dou ntair-- . ex-

cept tho-- e which we happened to he weaiillir at the

semi-monthl- y magazine

'ViKwv-
-

TKI.KlMIoNT.

MISS

"Appaiently

time, and at t we had a little
"Vim xuw nothuiu -- upicioiix

-- ale for them."
the wa- - not

dixiiideiid .'"
Mi l.e Coinpte thought a li.ollient. "No," -- he

xlowly. "1 can't Iccollect that th'-l-

aim 11 the room."
To ( 'hue a- - -- he examined the hody theie wa- - eveiy

ciidcllte thai the r Jill li.nl lucll xiatetl.
Mm 11 er, her pupil- - wen- - dilated and xtaiiui:. Had
it heell hy a deft touch 011 a lu'l-cl- e thai constricted
the thioat ami -- topped hi- Ineath.' Then- - wa- - not
the -- liuhle-t mail, of tln-jei- m- of pie 111 ol any
Kind on the -- ott. fair -- km. The Cm oner

ei'ii-iilei- ed a-- xiat nn hic I" a pm-o- ii that
liad paralul the ehe-- t lliu-i'- li -- .

"No c iilence ol' a -- liii'.-'ji' '" iipi.itcil Chile.
"No, none w hatccr."
"No peculiar odor. 110 j : . n

her that mi'jht haw- held pm-o- i. .'

"No. not hii. u-
- al o'lld i .1 w

pni-oli- ."

I 1. lie had he i v.ii
11i.ee In a i'il nl ai l.i III

wall
loom

had

o a' hind near

hi'cii to hold

' III

ll.ll

I u
M ,- 1- I II t

"""

'

tilt
It '

She dropped her handkerchief on lln-- hidclolhci, then recovered it lowly

of tlloM' III the loon who did mil the detect ive
next iiiom'. She tliopped her hamlhei chief on the
hi dclothex. then iccovered it carefully placini:
it in her haudhai:.

A iiiiAeiiient in the hall followed ami the
tloor opened !iiickl,v. A man entcicil, a yoiuiL'i-- li

lellow of tine phy-iiii- c and attiaciive face. Il wa- -
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Walker Wheatou. Hi- - dihoiiair inanner
wa- - uhilued hy ll.e pn-ei- ue of death, the
death, too. of a Uoiuau w ho had heeli on ciy 11 una I c

teiuix with him. Duly a moment did he pau-- e to look
at the tliawu Ian- on the pilhn, then, tuiniii-.- ' a- - il
lo hide hi- - eltl'itloli, he walkul lo a Window III tin'
-i- tlinu'-loolu and 'jaed out -- ilently. while hi- -

nelMHi-l- y with the hue cilllain-- .
A moment lalei he liunid ainl ihmIioih il to Chin-

MISS lx ICNIi.M.I. .'" he iniiiiit'd in a hu-k- y

"They told me you Weie n, II.'.' t lit-- .

- thi-a- w till allair. It theie - any lluni; can do to
help you, I hope you w ill oii.ma'nl me. hi tail." he
added a- - il M'lciiiu a -- uihleii thought, "you mii-- t
know that I wa- - a ny clo-- e fiiend ol l.mi Mi-- He

Yoc. I htipe you 'II Li l at the tiuth. and if you
11111I any tiuancial a ei well. ,ii-- t toti--ide- r

I am your client and I 'II meet any lull Im ex
I '. r -- i l ice- -. Inly ." hele he loweled In- - oice

'1 11 oic, "for lleaien'- - -- .ike. it you can. I,t ep my
11 it ol it I I c.in'l unit a -- caudal ,1 -t now.

II ju-- t ahoilt put the la- -l touch 0,1 the
ah 1I1M1 ii'iicc- - alieady cxi-li-

In tin Mi-- . Whialon and u.y-el- l.

I wi-l- i, in- -- njlinl. n.nl le.iihiil
ot - - it ."

"I i.i'i pioiiiiv except
tl at I w ill .11 in- al the II nth ax
-- non ,11, d a- - iiiictly a- - I can." an
-- weicil lait. -- tiidyiiii.- ku-nl- the
II an hetoii her. I in'oii-ciou-- ly -- e

him. Then- - wa- - a hu k

of -- n,itiit hack ol hi- - iiouch.i
lance that made her fi el ju-- t tm a
n oii.c! t an
lor M -- . m. w ho appai ei illy
hail Know 11 i.otlim-,- ' of thi- - "oilier
woina'.." Il wa- - rather with the
ll."i-jl- i of her than of the In. 111

lh.it t hue lepcatt d. "A-iiiic- a- -I

can. 'if coin -- c you know. Mr.
W'hcato'i. I can't wmk lor two
tlieiit- - n il Mr. i S:i 11 111 ha- - tally
ei iM't tl me. Still, a- - far a- - hi- - 111- -

KVHj tt'ie-l- - anil youi- - coiiiciile, you
VVllli" need fear uothu.t: from me."
WJ&JM'i ... I - I I ..CM..11.11 "ll lll -- .ll'l l.lllllillt

"Iii men liei, call on me for any-thiu- '.'

yon in eil."
"Walker Wheaton." pondeictl

Chile, when he had left, then added
to Callahan: "He wa- - the man
who lo- -t the Vahloienie peail- - la- -t

xuiiiiiiei. wax n't he.' Thi-Mi- -- He
Voe wa- - meiit ioucil in the ca-- e. loo.
Ho you know anylhinu' ahout it.'"

"Well." hi-- an Callahan. "I
think thai -- he hail nullum:

to tin with them. She met Whealnil
011 the xicauier cumin!; over. Lit
Miiuttifiin it wa- -. I think it

in Ihe ca-- e that -- he knew of
the pearl-- , all ri'.-ht- . and had een had them on. Mut
-- he ditl n't wear them in the Kit. Carlton
of the hoat, a- - some people -- aid, Vmi know the
iea-01- Why, they were aliiahle, of cour-- e. hut
they were antifiie. Wheaton liiiuht them
in I'arix at a 'rooil Mini, hut fully very cheaply,

their uutnlier ami -- ie. the pearl- - weie


